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| To THE 


Worthy | INHABITANTS ef the 


Pariſh of. BLECHINGLEY. 3 


My Wechren, 


| Inftruttions of the Lord Biſhop of this Diverſe to 
bis os which were in the Church; and it 


75 now pubis as , well at the Requeſt of ſuch 4 


beard it from the Pulpit, as for the Peruſal of thoſe, 


who by ſome Occafion or other were hindered from attend- 
Ing the Holy Service of that Day. 
Tt will be an unſpeakable Satisfaftion fo me, if this 


E following De, which I now inſcribe * 
jon, was drawn up in Obedience to thoſe excellent 


ſhort and imperfect View of the preſent dangerous State 


of our Civil and Religious Liberties ſhall in anywiſe con- 
tribute to confirm the laudable Reſolution that appears 
among you to exert your utmoſt Efforts in Defence of them, 
Jointly with that of our King, our Country, and one an- 
ther : Intereſls that ought always to be inſeparable, but 
now more eſpecially, when they are openly attacked by the 
implacable Enemies of our Faith, in Conjunction with many 
rebellious Difturbers of our Happineſs. | 
J am truly ſenſible, from the Knowledge I have. of © 


your good and loyal Diſpofitions, that none of you till 
be in your Endeavours on this important Oc- 


Es: 


ililies with the Means propped. 
Auvity to the AssociAr rox of this G 
7 | d 24 publict Tin that my Opinion of you - wits nit * 
_  fornded.— But at the fame time that I colfider 
uni dupa is the 80% of "Kh, T v 
1 mend to you as worthy Members of the fureſi Religion 
che World, not only to guard agu the ei j 
_ zation of any Popifþ diſafetted Emiſarirs, (whith 
_ Love hitherto happily vſeaprd) but alſo to believe 
—_ 4 ſerious, 4 regular, and 4 timely _ Attendante on . 
_! publicł Offices of the Church, and the: hriuate Davies.” 
Devotion, is what alone can affure Snccefs to your A 
388 fent, or a Bleſing fo any future Undertaking. 
= 8 You are, it is trae, but 1 ſmall "Body with raſpott 
= . to this County, and a ſmaller fill with regard to the 
en, but if a ferje of Pim and Layally & imm. 
Y x A 1 cated and promoted in Pariſb as Indio: duals, the 
_—_ bappy Effect of it will fon be perceived thro the Na, 
tion in general. | \ 


J heartily offer theſe Particulars fo gs cla. 
and am, with much Trutz. 


Nur 1ſt feirhful un ebm. 


r 
5 "PM 


Lese ii. | Part of Ver. 20. ; 


But 1 will \reniove far off from you the - 
Northern Army, and will drive bim in- 
ts a Land tarten and deſalate.— 


8 obſerved of the Writings of the Sacred 
in general, that the Solemnity with which 
838 their Predictions to the People is 
to the Importance of the Subject. The 
Oper Ye IVES us a 9 Inſtance of this 
in the * pter now before us. His Intention was, to a- 
luarm the People of the Jews, by a very ſolemn Advertiſe- 
ment, of their approaching Danger. This was no leſs 
than a ſudden and unexpected Invaſion of their Kingdom 
las the Commentators generally expound this Paſſage) by 
the zans, and ts actual Liege of Teruſalem, their 
Capi 
1 Prophet, on this great Occaſion, does not open 
his — in the uſual Form of Thus ſaith the Lord,' 
or Hear, O my People; but as if he would reproach thoſe, 
who ought to have been more active in preparing againſt 
ſuch imminent Danger, begins his Recital, by giving his 
Orders with the Dignity, and in the Stile of a General : 
Blow the Trumpet, ſays he, in Zion, and ſound an Alarm in 
my holy Mountain, that all the Tnhabitants of the Earth 2 
tremble. An Appeal ſo awful, could not fail of making 
a due Impreſſion on the Minds of the Hearers, and ca 
them to liſten to ſuch Means as might beſt avert ſo Kae a 


Calamity. The repelling Force by F orce was a © - ih 
B e- 
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Reſdlution, and, no doubt, undertaken with the greateſt 
Alacrity: But the Pr their beſt Caunſallor, becauſe 
beſt acquainted with the Divine Decrees, knew tow valn 
. it was to confide ver cy, Te GLA 


mighty was nat with them. efore admoniſhes 
- ua A confider whether FAY hg: not been Lge: of ſuch 
day to the Commands 


ted Acts of Piſob. . 
difference to ede Service, 28 


and fuch Coldneſs and 
y provoke him to ſend thi ſore Viſitatian upon 
If ſo, it would become them te humble N be. 
fore him, and endeavour to appeaſe the Wrath that was 
gone out fam him; Fr nou, adds he, 605 great —— 
terrible Day of the Lord come. Hitherto he had mergi- 
Tally tried to reclaim them from their Vices by gentler 
Chaſtiſements; the Locuſt and the Canker- worm had 
been the mild Miniſters e But now a Nation 
was coming upon them from afar ; ; a Nation barbarous in 
their ws Brag and i olatrous in in their Cuſtoms; that 
mould run Hie mighty Men, and climb the Wall like Men 
of Fur; thould march every 0 one on bis Ways, and ſhould | 
wot break bis Ranks. 

Threatened with theſe calamitous Cireumſtances, there 
was no Time to be loft from their immediate Humiliation 
and Repentance. The Prophet therefore, to quicken 
their Zea), and animate their dejefted Spirits, not only 

| __ his awful Summons, but to Ne Mole Expectation 
of the Divine Pavour, now adds the a#/o/ute and infallible 
Promiſe of it——Again, he cries, © Blow the Trumpet in 

Sion, fanctify a Faft, call a ſolemn Aſſembly, gather 
the People, ſanctify the Congregation, aſſemble the 
« Elders: Let the Prieſts, the Miniſters of the Lord, 
* weep between the Porch and the Altar, and ſay, Spare 

thy People, O Lord, and give not thine Heritage to 
= "1a that the Heathen may rule over them 
Then, as he adds, will the Lord be jealous for his 


25 Land, and pity his People; yea the Lord. will 2 
cc an 


arte i th Tem ra evih N 
the Circumiftarices NN CO Es 
blance to theirs, It wilt become us to imitats t 
fame fincere H we would be 


equally 
in the Divine Protection. But, 4A. bach k 
ſpoken, there # this unhappy Difference in 
tions, that whereas their Danger Gl 
their natural and avowed Eriethies, the Aſyrians, 
to the baſe Diſaffecrion and Difl 
our Fellow-fabjefts : An ungrateful, perfidious 
eee een ee der pris of 
ſent Opportunity of repeating their rebellious Practices 
the al ewe Gase of that very Government a- 
gainſt which they moſt audaci dare to contend; But 
ſurely as the Moſt High himſelf is the Fountain of all 
Authority (his Delegdtion of which to the ſacred Perſon of 
our, Sovereign has been ſolemnly ratified by the Voice 
and Conſent of the People) we have — the juſteſt 
Reaſon to believe that this Almighty and Equitable Being 
will pour out his Indignation on thoſe who maticiouſly 
diſturb the Stream of Loyalty, or endeavour, by 
Force and Violence, to divert it into another Channel. 
And if ever was 2 Time when we had Cauſe to 
expect, or ought more particularly to implore the frvoura- 
ble Interpoſition of Providence, it certainly i is now, when 
every Thing depends upon it that i is dear to Men, to En- 
gliſbmen, to rden As Men, our Lives are at Stake, 
as * gliſemen our Liberties, and as Proteſtants. our Reli- 
All is now in twofold Danger from a domeſtick 
and 1 Enemy: And tho“ we can oppoſe a moſt ge- 
nerous Courage to the baſe Barbarity of the one, and an 
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3 * * PL . Aſfiſtance of ſuch à Power as can with Eaſe ſer 
this Northern Army, will be beſt procur'd' 


9 het ore Jr to ſhed Blood... He: 
| 2 b. A Truch Which in — 2 


tas ejus 2 ue facere libet niſi ſi quid vi aut jure 
ej * Cuiq , qt Vid. TR 


hes: to ther Perſdy of ide ober; Jos 


- Bounds: to the: Fury of the Oppreſſor, MN en th I 


pious ence on the God of Hoſts, that he will give 
1 Strength unto the Battle, and enable . e 


plicable to 8 of Rebellion; becauſe 


| + a Perſon to rebel againſt n and rightful King, 
' indeed to rebel againſt 
Laws of God. e 


conſtant Rule of his Proceedings, and every Act of Power 
is free from O 


eſpecially when the 


on, every Part of Property ſecure 
from Violence. But perhaps a brief Enquiry, firſt in- 


to the State of our Civil and Religious Liberties, and 


ſecondly into the Principles and Practices of thoſe who 
vainly pretend to deprive us of that ineſtimable Bleſſing, 


- may help us to trace out the Cauſes of our preſent 
Troubles, and inſpire us with a ſeaſonable Deteſtation. of 


the Authors. of them. 


I. Civil Liberty then maybe f be be founded on a 
natural Right of doing what we pleaſe, ſo far as is con- 
ſiſtent with the Laws of that Community, of which we 
are Members . In a free Monarchy (ſuch as we happi- 
pily enjoy) the Actions of the — andęthoſe of the 


Subject are ſeverally liable to this Reſtriction; only with 


this Difference, that where the Laws are ſilent, or unequal 
to the requiſite Proviſion of any particular Emergency, 
there the Royal Prerogative may exert itſelf with the 


Force of a Law, provided it tend to the mutual Safety 


+ Libertas * (ex qua etiam liberi — ef naturals denn, eu 
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ineſs of this Government; YA 
.diſtind from thoſe of his People ; a Felicity vainly 


er e 


for elſewhere; hers Humor pit Chiebl take 


| ms Place, of Law and Equity, and Authority only Teryes - 
to promote the Ends of Ambition. 

HButthis is far from being the Caſe wich us ufd if it Were 
5 - fi for Men to examine our ſeveral publick Proceedings, 


with a truly diſpaſſionate Spirit, they would certainly fihd 


no juſt Cauſe to oppoſe, what they had no juſt Reaſon to 


condemn. Fears indeed and A cc like” a 


Prerogati 


miſty Medium, repreſent Oe greater hn they really 
are, eſpecially when Malice 3 them a Colour. 
But let any one recollect each particular Act of the Royal 
ve ſince the preſent illuſtrious — filled the _ 
Throne of theſe Realms, and point out any one Proceed- 
ing of ar _ Power; any one Encroachment' upon, 
dur civil or religious Pro perties. On the r 
do be feared, that the N Indulgence of e ; 
ſent-Government has only tended to nouriſh' the 

Diſeaſe of Diſcontent, which in a generous Mind it won d 
have entirely cured. . Long Enjoyment produced an In- 


* loſt the 9 to pleaſe thoſe, whoſe perverſe 
emper led them to abuſe it. Strange. Inconſtancy! for 
| Man to caſt off with Indifference what was purchaſed by 
their Forefathers at the Expence of ſo much Blood and 
Treaſure. Liberty among them was a venerable Perſo- 
nage. In its Infancy-it was careſſed and admired; and 


| ſenbbility. of our Happineſs, and Liberty with all its Per- WM 


tho various were its Struggles for Life, yet the Revolus VR 


tion gave it Health, and the Proteſtant Sacceſſin 
ed it to Manhood.” Its good Qualities grew with its 
Years, and ſo. indiſputable was. its Deciſion, that its Word 
was a Law to both Prince and People. — But now inftead 
of being reverenc'd for its Age, we have the Misfortune 
to find it deſpiſed for its Infirmities ; and what has bb 


advanc- ' | 


oufeſs taking Advantage of the Lenity 


t. by, Degrees ufurp d the 
and Faftion, connived at thro" the Se- 


Press, it pay flew from thence into every Corher of 
=_— the King By this Means the Ignorant and Unwary 
were n by a few ſpecious and popular Pretences ; 
dau every Nos et 2 * Adjniniftration, when 
magnifed by the falſc put upon it, was exhi- 
| bited-to the People, as a deep-conceted Scheme of arbi- 
_ trary Power. 5 
Not but is it probable, that many well-meaning Men 
might, by the Appearance of ſome ſuppoſed Errors of 
Government, be induced to think, that to keep the Bal- 
lance of the Conſtitution equally. pois'd, it would be ne- 
ceſſary on ſome Occafions to throw a little Weight into 
the popular Scale; and for that Reaſon might oppoſe ſome 
Meaſures, the Expediency of which they' — could not 
ive, or had miſrepreſented by thoſe who had more 
k and deep Deſigns. And I think ſuch a Proceedi 
before the breaking out of the great Rebellion, is obfery=. 
e& by the noble Hiſtorian, to have occafioned all thoſe * 
fatal Conſequences. that attended it f. The more honeſt - 
Part imagin'd their Oppoſition was only levelled at the 
Meaſures -of. thoſe in Power, while the more. Crafty and 
Perfidious, aim'd all the Time at the King himſelf.* = 
bleſſed be God, we are made wiſe by their 3 
Party has now loſt its very Name, and happily 
ſeems to be no other Contention in this Nation at — 
ſent, than who ſhall moſt endeavour to ſtrengthen the 
Hands of the Government, and protect the ſacred Perſon 


t See Lord Clarendin's Hiſtory of the Great Rebullin, vol. I. p. 157; Ar. 
0 ; of 


La 


of rooſt gracious Sovereign, and his 
— a ns 


pious Rivhts been its preverndl 1 
3 their well 


af Canſcience for the ſeveral Denominations of Chriſtians 

(and from which the Papiſts chemſelves have not been ex- wo 
ted) a Liberty ſo agreeable to the moderate of 

© Proteſtant oteſtant Government, and that univerſal - ._ 

which is the diſtinguiſhing Mark of our Religion, has, 

I doubt, been indulged to thoſe who make little Con- 


fuch Reftraints themſelves, will naturally be induftrious 
to free others from the like Obligations. From hence 
have 8 ny Corruptions in our religious Prin- 


ng, vain 
poiſon 


could not 
ha 


wed. the ma 
145 25 (a Name which becomes almoſt 
Blahemy, d to ſuch an unchriſtian Society) 
— nempts to extirpate the very. Being of 
by their moſt het; Plots and 
1 of it by their artful, but falſe 
DD vain and ineffectual; contrived, as their laſt Re- 
— that pure Fumain living Waters, which . 
any Means dry up. According| 
are ſaid to — e of 06 4 22 
22 which, for a Century and more, "ke the | 
Tares in the Parable, cheaked the good Seed of found 
Religion. But theſe proving weak and fruitleſs, they 
afterwards dreſſed up the too much adored Idol of Deiſm 
and Infidelity. The Form was ou fair and in- 
viting. It flattered the Pride, and gave large Allowances 
to the Freedom of Thought ; ſo that Free-thinking foon 
became the Diſtinction of a Gentleman, and qua- 
hñed every vain Pretender to Reaſonin for a Man of - 
Senfe. Artfully levelling their Aim at thofe Points that 
were rather of our Faith, than Knowledge, the? 
dy this Means (like their Father Socinus) — the 
Credit 
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ee as they are under no 


| $j * Cre of te eſti Dofrines of the Trinity 
niſhments. To invalidate the Authority of the laſt of theſe 
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Retribution) with the late- invented Doctrines of Penance, 


apd. Fu 


and a final Retribution of Rewards 


was, indeed, to ſet Men looſe from every Tie of Con- 
_ and whoever compares the Reſemblance of ſuch 
a future State of 


Tenets {cſpecially that of diſbelieving 


ons, and Maſſes for the Dead, will diſ- 
cern them to be the Offspring of the ſame Parent. This 
was in Effect to ſtrike at the yery Root of our Religion, 
and with the ſame Blow to give the deepeſt Wound to 
Loyalty; for they well knew that the Principle of fear- - 
ing God, was naturally connected with that of honouring 
the King ; and therefore they reſolved to remove the 
Cauſe, and the Effect muſt neceſſarily ceaſe, - 
{0 is this to be free? is this to uſe our Liberty as not 
it? or is it not rather to uſe it as 4 Cloak of M. 


Diſpenſati 


Fe ir bh to cover thoſe black Deſigns which tend to 


entangle us again in the Yoke of Bondage? Is it not this 
which has given Birth to this unnatural Rebellion? A 
Monſter hatcht by the Jeſuits, nouriſh'd by their Roman 
Catholick N ſupported by the F f and Needy 
of all Religions, and a few abandon'd and deſperate. 
Wretches of no Religion at all: Till at laſt puſhed on 
with Promiſes of Affiſtance from our inveterate Enemies 
of France and Spain; it has already raiſed its: audacious 
Head to the Crown of one of theſe Kingdoms, and threat-. 
ens Havock and Deſolation to the others. 

IT. But that we. may more clearly perceive what an 
Exchange we are to expect for the invaluable Bleſſings we 
have long enjoyed, let us briefly. enquire, in the ſecond _ 
Place, into the Principles and Practice of thoſe who 
have impiouſly preſumed to diſturb our Peace ; a Survey 
which, tho' but imperfectly taken, may be ſufficient to 
give us an utter Deteſtation of both; and inſpire us with 
a true Engliſb Reſolution to oppoſe the traiterous Abettors 
of them to the utmoſt Hazard of our L and Fortunes. 
And 


op a Name 3 — to every Member 
of the Reformed Religion. A Maxim, which was eſta- 
bliſhed and decreed in one of — ſolemn Councils of 
the Church of Rome; a Maxim that has been embraced 
with as much Zeal, as if it had been revealed by God bim- 
ſelf, and yet practiſed with as much inhuman Cruelty, as 
if promoted — by the Devil Þ+. 

| very Nations where the Roman is not 
only the eſtabliſh'd, but ſole Religion, the diſpenſing Pow- 
er of the Pope is ſuch a prevailing Piece- of Policy, as 
can dbher Gitthe: Prince — efake Lawyer 
if he preſume to be above the Power of the Pope — 
will abſolve the Subjects from their Allegiance, and 
nounce Rebellion to be a meritorious Duty. The Hi by 
of our own Country, during it's blind Devotion to the See 
of Rome, will farniſh us with numberleſs Inſtances of this 
Truth; when there was no other Alternative, than | 
either that the People ſhould be Slaves to the Prince, or E 
the Prince a Vaſſal, baſely on the Papal Chair. 1 
Nay, tho' moſt of the Catholick Powers of Europe have 
in many Points ſhaken off this inſolent, oppreſſive Voke, 


— —ͤ— equal to that of the moſt ſavage Heathens, 
d upon. the Pa Papi, by that eminent Father of the 
al rr Church, Mr. ee, — “ You are the Men 
«« againſt whom the Souls of the Martyrs from under the Altar cry 
much louder _ againſt all their other Perſecutors together: Who 
<< for theſe many Ages have daily ſacrificed Heratombs of innocent Chriſ- 
cc _ _— * _ Os to your blind Zeal =_ — 
cc ſtition: t 5 t ma pagate your igion, 
«© whenſoever you have Po — by * M Kings go, and — of 
Kingdoms, and think when vou kilÞ the Adverſaries of it, you ds 
«© God good Service.” Chap. 5. p. 217. 
| C yet 
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| Set Rill the 1 of Tyfanny and arbitr oven 
are by the long and habitual Influence of Noni ſb Poliey 
| 10 riveted to the Fundamentals of their Government; that 
Slavery is as inſeparable from Popery, as Pain from Dif 
caſe, or Darkneſs from the Night. 
Nor are their Religious Principles leſs Aiperond, les 
pernicious than their Civil. Frue it is, that the Church 
of Rome at its firſt Inſtitution, - like Man at his firſt Crea- 
tion, was pure and ſpotleſs. - Its Dodtrines were the Doc. 
trines of Chriſtianity, plain and waſive; - but alas! 
they were ſoon corrupted, and made of none Effect by their 
Traditions. Not many Ages had paſſed away before 
Truth and Simplicity were ill exchanged for Pride and 
Superſtition. The Ruins of the Roman and Grecian 
Thrones, furniſhed Materials for the Papal Chair; and 
the once meek and lowly Biſhop of Rome, ſoon became 
the moſt proud, aſpiring Prince in Chr: iRerdome. Power 
thus acquired by Preſumption, was aſterwards maintain'd 
by Policy. The ſeveral Contentions of Princes with one 
another, or with their People, ſerved as ſo many Op- 
portunies for the Pontiff to aggrandize his Authority; 
for as he always procur'd to himſelf the Arbitration of 
their Differences (his pretended Infallibility being in thoſe 
dark Ages the beſt Qualification) ſo he always took Care to 
be the chief Gainer by them“. Thus ever buſted 1 in = In- 


It is a very juſt Reflection which the 1 and Learned Autſior 
of our Engliſh 6 Hiſtory draws from theſe Practices of the See of Rome, 
in the early Ages of ia Greatneſs, “ It was, ſays he, by ſuch mutual 
4 Compliances, when a Monarch, either ſtung with Remorſe for Had 

© trated Wickedneſs, or Conſcience-guided by deſigning Prieſts, 

« deign'd to aſk, and the wg of Rome * are Soom: ength 
from their Suitors Weakneſs, 'd to ſtoop to t, | 
<< the Power of the latter grew, not in England only, but over all Eu- 
rope. —Hence aroſe all their Claims of dif aſing, confirming, and 
ec judging in the laſt Reſort ; nor is there any Nation that can give more 
«© melancholy Inſtances of this Obſervation than the Zn glifh.” | 

Guthrie's Hift. of Eng. Book Ill. p- 186. 


trigues 


(5 ] 
trigues of State, and little attentive to the. Intereſts of Vir- 
heighten'd to much ridiculous Pomp and Ceremony, 
whilſt the internal Senſe was explained away to ſuch Te- 
nets as might beſt te their temporal : Advantages, 
by: filling the Coffers of the Holy Father, and enriching, 
the Shrines of | Superſtition and Idolatry*. Hence it was 
that Vice became uſeful, when Indulgences were ſet. to 
Sale; and Virtue among the Laity, an inſignificant Qua- 
lity, when the Loſs. of it might. be. redeemed from the 
ſuper-abundant .Stock. of the Clergy. Where then, O 
Death, is thy Sting? and where, O bleſſed Saviour, thy 
Satisfaction? if Men can purchaſe Abſolution in this 
Life, and Salvation in the next, for Sums proportioned 
to the Greatneſs of their Crimes! But what up the 


Meaſures of all their unchriſtian Tenets (to ſay nothing of 
many other erroneous Doctrines) is that damnable Doc 
trine and Pofition, as our Laws juſtly. term it, that Princes 
excommunicated or deprived by the Pope, as Pro- 
teſtant Princes always are, may be depoſed, or mur- 
thered by their Subjects: A Doctrine ſhocking e- 
nough to mention it, but more ſo, when we re- 
flect how fatally it was practiſed on Henry IV. of 
France; how barbarouſly it was executed on that great 
Father of the Proteſtant Cauſe, William, Prince of Orange, 


*The Remark of the Judicious Author of Eccleſiaſtical Polity on this 
Particular is very ſtrong, and: worthy Notice. —** Hence, ſays he, have 
** ariſen the infinite Penſions of their Prieſts, the building of ſo many 
Altars and Tombs, the enriching ſo many Churches with ſuch glori- 
< ous and coſtly Gifts, the bequeathing of — and ample Poſſeſſiona 
<< to religious Companies, even with utter Forgetfulneſs of Friends, 
Parents, Wife and Children; all natural Affection giving Place to 
« that Deſire which Men, doubtful of their own Eftate, have to de- 
liver their Souls from Torment after Death. —And this that the Pope 
might make a Monopoly of, turning all to his own Gain, or to the 
„Gain of thoſe which are his own. Such Facility they have to con- 
vert a pretended Sacrament into a Revenue. Book VI. p. 329. 
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rongs. 
When weh, 


_  ciples, and ſuch the horrid PraRices of thoſe: who are en- 


deavouring to gain the Rule over us, what hive we left to 
pe for ! of rather, what have we net to fear! Shall we. 

ſuffer ourſelves to be amuſed with Profniſes, and e 
by the vain Aſſurances of a peaceable Poſſeſſion of our 
preſent Properties? Alas! we know too well that the 
Promiſes of theſe Men are always interpreted by their 
Power; and that the Faith they keep with Hereticks is 
- longer kept than wg have a fair Occaſion of 
Shall we hope to enjoy the beſt Religion in the 
World, pure and uncorrupted, by the unwarranted Doc- 
trines of the Church of Rome r No; the Proceedings 
of two former Popiſn Princes Wall teach us what we are 
to expect; when ſome of the very People who advanc'd 
one of them to the Throne, were the firft that felt 
her perſecuting Spirit ; and the Coronation-Oath, and. 
inoft | ſolemn * Declarations of the latter were im- 
mediately 'cancell'd by the eaſy Abſolution of a Mini- 
ſterial Confor. Nay, can we fo much as flatter our- 
ſelves: that our Lives and Families would be long fafe, 
when we recollect that upwards of forty thouſand of our 
Proteſtant Brethren were within a few Days barbarouſly 
butchered by theſe bloody-minded Men in Ireland; and: 
the whole Conſtitution of King, Lords and Commons 
intended to be deſtroyed. at one Blow in England? And 
if theſe unheard-of Cruelties were committed when 
Treachery was obliged to wear the Maſk, and Villainy 
hid itſelf in the Veil of Night, what can we expect, 
if God, to puniſh us for our Sins, ſhould permit them to 


be ſupported by the Countenance and Protection of a — 
Pun. 
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what I would urge from hence is, that their Principles 
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Court of Ram; where each Day produces a Variety of 
Murders, and the Art of Aflaſfination is practis d as a 
Trade; where Cowardice and Cruelty go Hand in Hand, 
ion af thoſe Crimes 


which itſelf has dot Or e tempt. 
But, from what has been faid, I would not be thought 
w-inker, that the Principles and Practice of this Religion 
are fo deſtructive of all moral and chriſtian Graces, that 
Virtue and are nowhere to be found. among its Pro- 
feflors,' God forbid, but there are many good, tho' miſ- 
guided, Men of this; — — But 


F Government are ſo tyrannical and arbitrary, and the Po- 
hey by which they rule, ſo utterly inconſiſtent with com- 
mon Honeſty (not to fay Chriſtianity) that the Will of 
the Sovereign, enforc'd by the Perſuaſion of the P 
over-rules every Obligation to Equity, and in general 


prives the ren Security of the 


Laws. 
Theſe are indeed difigreeable Truths to infit on 5 nor 


would I preſume to aggravate what Chriſtian Charity ra- 
ther induces me to conceal.— know the Stile of the Pro- 
teſtant Preacher ſhould be as free from Acrimony and 
Sharpneſs, as the Spirit of his Religion is from Perſecu- 
tion; but Zeal is always a Virtue when exerted in due 
Seaſon, and. has for its Sanction the greateſt Example that 
ever liv'd.. Happy had it been for them whoſe Blood has 
been already ſhed in Defence of their Country, and for 
them whoſe Blood may be required for diſturbing it, if 
we who are the Miniſters of Peace did not fee the ad 
Neceſſity of exhorting our Hearers boldly to oppoſe we” 
ſelves to thoſe that delight in Mar. But the tm 

Danger of the Times requires it; and that e 
wi 


i cove more Perfuakon chan I can do: Ys, with ſo much 
Perſuaſion, that, I am convinced; I do not ſee one Perſon 
in this Aſſembly. able to wield a Sword, but who is alſo 
willing to draw it with a true Britiſb Courage in Defence 
5 er Kings, ane ad 82 Conſtitution in the 
or 
Indeed, that active Spi Loyalty. which has diffuſed 
itſelf through Men of al . and . ſeaſonable Zeal 
for our Religious and Civil Liberties, expreſſed by the 
Members of every Community among us (except one, 
whoſe Religion, not content with Protection, aims at be- 
ing triumphant) ſeems to be ſo plain an Indication that 
God has touched the Hearts of the People, that I truſt 
from hence we may begin to date our Succeſs, and apply 
to ourſelves the Prophetick Words of the Text, that the 
Almighty will ſoon remove far off from us the North- 
ern Army, and drive him into a Land barren and deſolate... 
Let therefore our Fears be enough to alarm, but not ſo 
* ſtrong as to dejec us: Let us enjoy the Pleaſure of ob- 
ſerving that every true Chriſtian now, like thoſe of the 
primitive Times, from whom we derive the Purity of our 
Faith, are all aſſociated tegether with one Accord, and 
have all Things common, in Support of the common Cauſe. 
Not but there is too much Cauſe to ſuſpect that many 
falſe Brethren, many foreign, as well as domeſtick Emiſ- 
faries, are diſperſed in ſeveral Parts of this Kingdom: 
Traytors, who, as the Pſalmift expreſſes it, fit lurking in 
the ſecret Places, and privily lie in wait to catch the. 
Poor ;. to allure People of weak Minds, and deſperate 
Conditions, into the Net of Diſaffection, and to ſound the 
Inclinations and Diſpoſitions of the Places thro' which. 
they paſs, —It is an Obſervation of the Royal Preacher, 
that 4 violent Man enticeth his Neighbour, and leadeth him 
_ the Way that is not good; but it is his Advice too, My 
Sen, of Sinners entice, conſent thou not ; walk not thou - 
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the Path with them, for their Feet run to Evil, and i 5 | I | 
Haſte to ſhed Blood, It is indeed a fad Inſtance of h 497 


baſe „ Sahara ee that any one in this 
happy Land of Liberty ſhould preſume ſo loudly to ex- 
wet their 1 E ey know full well that 


the leaſt Whiſper of Diſcontent 1 prove fatal to 
them under that ſlaviſh and tyrannical Government, to 
which they want to reduce us. But if there really be ſuch 
abandoned Creatures among us, may their greateſt Pu- 
niſhment (and I doubt not but it will prove great enough) 
be Diſappointment and Deteſtation wherever they come: 
May they everywhere be mortified with the ocular De- 
monſtration of as univerſal a Spirit of Loyalty as any Na- 
tion ever boaſted of; and laſtly, may they ſee and believe, 

that the Life and Fortune of every gallant Engh/ſbman has 
now no other Object, (no Object of Pleaſure, none of 
Profit) than to defend his King, his Country, and one an- 
other, againſt the implacable Malice of France and Spain, 
and the inſolent Attempts of a_Popiſh Pretender. 1 

In a Cauſe ſo juſt, to which many of us have ſworn 

Fidelity, and to which all are deſirous of affociating them- 
felves in the moſt ſolemn Manner, we have juſt Reaſon 
to place a pious Confidence in the Favour and Aſſiſtance 
of that Almighty Power by whom Kings reign, and Princes 
decree Juſtice: And as 15 creative Hand has divided this 
Nation from the reſt of the Earth, has founded it upon tbe 
Seas, and prepared it upon the Floods, if we are, as we 
ſeem to be, united among ourſelves, the deep Waters of 
the Proud ſhall not go over us, nor all the Kingdoms of the 
World, with his Protection on our Side, be able to pre- 
vail againſt us. 
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